
AGENDA 
2015 WALK OF FAME COMMITTEE MEETING 

Friday, April 10, 2015 – 10:00 a.m. 
City Hall, 8th Floor Conference Room 

100 North Andrews Avenue 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 

 
 

Welcome and Introductions 
 

Call Meeting to Order 
 

Approval of Minutes 
 

Selection of Chair for 2015 
 

Discussion of 2015 Walk of Fame Nominations 
 

2015 Walk of Fame Selections 
 

Other Matters of Interest or Concern 
 

Adjourn 
 

 
 
Tim McGovern, Staff Liaison 
(954) 828-4340 
 
Note: Two or more City Commissioners and/or Advisory Board members may be present at this meeting. 
If any person decides to appeal any decision made with respect to any matter considered at this public 
meeting or hearing, he/she will need to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made, which 
record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. If you desire auxiliary 
services to assist in viewing or hearing the meetings, or reading meeting agendas and minutes, please 
contact the City Clerk’s Office at 954-828-5002 and arrangements will be made to provide these services 
for you. 



City of Fort Lauderdale 
WALK OF FAME COMMITTEE 

City Hall, 8th Conference Room 
Thursday, May 8, 2014 – 11:30 a.m. 

MINUTES 
 
Committee Members Present 
Louise Crocco 
Jack Drury 
Marcia Pinder 
George Smith 
 
Committee Members Absent 
Rick Shaw 
Woody Woodbury 
 
Also Present 
Tim McGovern, Staff Liaison 
Cole Copertino, City Attorney’s Office 
Chaz Adams, Public Affairs Office 
Angela DiPietro, Parks and Recreation 
 
Welcome 
The meeting was called to order at 11:43 a.m. Each committee member introduced 
themselves. Jack Drury welcomed and thanked each committee member. 
 
Cole Copertino discussed the Florida Government-in-the-Sunshine Law and informed 
members that this limited duration committee will expire December 31, 2014. 
 
Public Discussion on 2014 Walk of Fame Nominations 
The committee opened up the meeting for public discussion of the 2014 Walk of Fame 
nominations. Tim Schiavone spoke about his support for Gregg Newell who 
economically influenced Fort Lauderdale Beach over many years as owner of The 
Button. Dan Santoro also spoke about his nomination for Gregg Newell and how Mayor 
Jim Naugle declared October 22 as “Crazy Gregg Day” in the City of Fort Lauderdale. 
Judith Summers spoke in support of John McLaughlin who served as a stunt double for 
Sean Connery over many years. 
 
Selection of Chair 
Committee members discussed the selection of a chair for 2014. 
MOTION: Crocco/Pinder. Motion was made to appoint Jack Drury as Chair of the 2014 
Walk of Fame Committee. Passed unanimously. 
 
2014 Walk of Fame Selection 
Chair Drury opened the floor for discussion of the 2014 Walk of Fame honorees.  
 



Chair Drury also presented Woody Woodbury’s recommendations since he could not 
attend due to an illness. Lousie Crocco brought Jerome Faber forward for consideration. 
George Smith spoke on behalf of Johnny Alexander but requested clarification on City 
employees winning since he believed there is already an award established for 
employees. Marcia Pinder also spoke in favor of Johnny Alexander. 
 
Copertino informed the committee that they can preserve remaining nominees for next 
year so the future Walk of Fame Committee can re-establish the list if necessary. 
 
Committee members discussed their top three selections. 
 
MOTION: Smith/Crocco. The following people were recognized as 2014 Walk of Fame 
Honorees: Gregg Newell, Jerome Faber, and John Amodeo. Passed unanimously. 
  
Chair Drury told committee members that they are welcome to attend the Walk of Fame 
Honoree reception at the Great American Beach Party at 5 p.m. 
 
Committee members discussed volunteering for the 2015 Walk of Fame Committee. 
 
MOTION: Pinder/Crocco. Motion to adjourn at 12:22 p.m. Passed unanimously. 
 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
City of Fort Lauderdale 

Walk of Fame Honorees (2010 - 2014) 
 

2010 
Connie Francis 

Singer, Actress, Entertainer 
Commemorating the 50th Anniversary of “Where the Boys Are” 

 
 

2011 
City of Fort Lauderdale 

Commemorating the City’s Centennial (1911 – 2011) 
 

Louise Crocco 
Legendary Cardinal Gibbons High School Girls’ Volleyball Coach 

 
Brent Jett 

Astronaut and Space Shuttle Commander 
 

Marcia Pinder 
Award-winning Dillard High School Girls’ Basketball Coach 

 
Rick Shaw 

Radio Broadcasting Legend 
 

George Smith 
Legendary St. Thomas Aquinas High School Football Coach 

  



 
 

2012 
H. Wayne Huizenga 

Entrepreneur and Philanthropist 
 

Jimmy Evert 
The Patriarch of Tennis in Fort Lauderdale 

 
Chris Evert 

Hall of Fame Tennis Professional 
 

Woody Woodbury 
Comedian, Actor and Television Personality 

 
 

2013 
W. George Allen 

Attorney and Civil Rights Advocate 
 

The Gill Family 
Fort Lauderdale’s First Family of Tourism 

 
Jack Drury 

Public Relations Executive and Goodwill Ambassador 
 
 

2014 
“Crazy” Gregg Newell 
Father of Spring Break 

 
Jerome “Jerry” Faber 

Tourism Pioneer 
 

John Amodeo 
Legendary Restaurateur 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

2015 Walk of Fame Nominations 
Hugh Taylor Birch 

John Flanagan 

Ryan Hunter-Reay 

Ina Lee 

John McLaughlin 

Ron O’Brien 

Richard Perry 

Tim Schiavone 

Kim Sweers 

Aiton Joseph (AJ) Yaari 



  

 

 

 

 

2014 Walk of Fame  
Nomination Carryovers 

 
Johnny Alexander 

George Hanbury 

Patrina Makin-Suydam 

John McLaughlin 

Jack Nelson 

 



  

 

 

2015 Walk of Fame Nominations 
Please rate your nominations in order of preference. 1=1st 2=2nd 3=3rd 

Hugh Taylor Birch    1  2  3 

John Flanagan    1  2  3 

Ryan Hunter-Reay   1  2  3 

Ina Lee      1  2  3 

John McLaughlin    1  2  3 

Ron O’Brien     1  2  3 

Richard Perry    1  2  3 

Tim Schiavone    1  2  3 

Kim Sweers     1  2  3 

Aiton Joseph (AJ) Yaari  1  2  3 
 
Submitted by:            
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Angela DiPietro

From: Tim McGovern
Sent: Friday, March 27, 2015 10:38 AM
To: Chaz Adams; Angela DiPietro
Cc: Tim McGovern
Subject: FW: Nominee Form 2015 - Hugh Taylor Birch 
Attachments: Nominee Form 2015- Hugh Taylor Birch .pdf

From: admin@birchstatepark.org [mailto:admin@birchstatepark.org]  
Sent: Wednesday, March 25, 2015 8:39 AM 
To: Tim McGovern 
Subject: Nominee Form 2015 - Hugh Taylor Birch  

Good Morning,

Please find attached Nominee Form for Hugh Taylor Birch. 

Any questions please contact Gale M. Butler at 954-294-2665. I will be out of the office until Thursday, but our volunteer 
Nichole Vega will be able to help with anything you need.

Thank you!

Gale M. Butler
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Angela DiPietro

From: Tim McGovern
Sent: Friday, March 27, 2015 10:23 AM
To: Chaz Adams; Angela DiPietro
Cc: Tim McGovern
Subject: FW: Walk of Fame Nomination for Ina Lee
Attachments: InaLeeWalkof Fame.pdf

From: RICHARD CLARK [mailto:dick.clark@clarkleadershipconsulting.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, March 18, 2015 2:16 PM 
To: Tim McGovern 
Subject: Walk of Fame Nomination for Ina Lee 

Tim:

Please find attached a PDF completed nomination for Ina Lee, President of TravelHost Magazine for the 2015 Walk of Fame
Recognition.

As you will see from the nomination, she has been the virtual impetus bringing both passion and clout to moving our city, and
in particular our beach to where it is today. I know of her contributions by the nature that I was at that time (1985 forward)
the CEO of the Fort Lauderdale Chamber and worked directly with Ina, witnessing first hand her leadership, commitment, and
determination to help our city transition for the future. Those were very tough times and Ina rose to the occasion to fight for
our future.

I do hope that you will afford Ina Lee the honor she so rightly deserves for all of her dedication and love for our city.

Should you have any questions, please do not hesitiate to call me personally.

RICHARD G. CLARK, CEO & PRESIDENT
CLARK LEADERSHIP CONSULTING, INC.
Direct:     (954) 783-0043 
Cell:        (954) 806-6767
www.clarkleadershipconsulting.com
www.linkedin.com/pub/dir/dick/clark

“The most respected resource for
senior executive coaching and business strategy!”

Vice Chair, Greater Fort Lauderdale Chamber of Commerce
Chairman, Chamber’s Council of Economic Advisors
Sun-Sentinel's 100 Influential Leaders in So Fla.   
Awarded Lifetime “Hall of Fame”  Human Resource Association of Broward County
Awarded the Chamber’s prestigious Carolyn M. Michaels 2011 Leadership Award
1990 Minerva Award for Lifetime Career Achievement from Alumni Assoc. of State University College at Potsdam, N.Y.

This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to 
whom they are addressed. If you have received this email in error please notify the system manager. This message 
contains confidential information and is intended only for the individual named. If you are not the named addressee you 
should not disseminate, distribute or copy this e-mail. Please notify the sender immediately by e-mail if you have received 
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this e-mail by mistake and delete this e-mail from your system. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that 
disclosing, copying, distributing or taking any action in reliance on the contents of this information is strictly prohibited.
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Angela DiPietro

From: Tim McGovern
Sent: Friday, March 27, 2015 10:23 AM
To: Chaz Adams; Angela DiPietro
Cc: Tim McGovern
Subject: FW: 2015 Walk of Fame Honoree Nomination Form
Attachments: Big John Walk of Fame App 3 15.pdf

fyi

From: ck [mailto:klgatorlaw@aol.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, March 18, 2015 9:17 AM 
To: Tim McGovern 
Subject: 2015 Walk of Fame Honoree Nomination Form 

Mr. McGovern,

Please find attached a Nomination for Big John McLaughlin as the 2015 Walk of Fame Honoree. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Karen Lowell 



Nomination for the 2014 Great American Beach Party Walk of Fame 

 

To: Tim McGovern, City of Fort Lauderdale 
 Parks and Recreation Department 
 1350 W. Broward Boulevard 
 Fort Lauderdale, FL  33312 
 tmcgovern@fortlauderdale.gov 
 

Dear Mr. McGovern: 

It is truly my honor to nominate Big John McLaughlin as a Walk of Fame Honoree for his lifelong 
contributions to the City of Fort Lauderdale,  and preservation of the ocean and our coral reefs. 

Please find below the nominee contact information, and application. 

Your consideration of Mr. McLaughlin as a Walk of Fame Honoree is greatly appreciated. 

Very truly yours, 

KKaren Lowell 

Karen Lowell 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Name of Nominee: "Big John" McLaughlin 

Address:  630 Tennis Club Drive, Apt. 201, Fort Lauderdale, FL 

Home Phone:  (954) 292-7385 (service) 

E-mail:   Bigjohnq007@aol.com 



Fort Lauderdale's Local Treasure 

1. Big John McLaughlin's tremendous contributions to the City of Fort Lauderdale   

  Master Diver "Big John" McLaughlin is indeed "Mr. Fort Lauderdale Beach!"   Although one of his lesser 
known accomplishments, it is perhaps what makes Big John most deserving of the 2014 Walk of Fame 
recognition - - - his preservation of Fort Lauderdale's coral reefs!   Big John has dedicated his life to 
studying and preserving the ocean, and educating adults and children on the underwater treasures that 
we need to protect for future generations.   

In the decades he spent underwater in Fort Lauderdale, Big John witnessed firsthand the heart-breaking 
destruction of our coral reefs when container ships and tankers waiting to enter Port Everglades would 
drop their enormous anchors onto the fragile, thousand year old coral heads.  He initially went to the 
Port Captain and then to the Coast Guard, but no one listened to him about the severity of the damage 
being caused.  Big John believed that if others could see what he saw under the sea - they would take 
action to protect our reefs.  He used his vast cinematic experience, dove down to the third reef and 
filmed an anchor ripping through the coral as the seas rocked the ship in the choppy surf above.  He 
followed with his camera from the anchor, up the line and right to the ship, even filming the name of 
the ship.    

A picture was worth a thousand words and the video definitely caught people's attention.  Big John 
selflessly dedicated 10 years of his life - 10 years of lobbying, paperwork, and use of the video and 
underwater photography to convince politicians to draw a line on the charts and create an anchor zone 
for big ships to anchor away from Ft. Lauderdale's aquarium-like third reef!  After his herculean efforts 
and an Act of Congress, in 1993, Big John was instrumental in finally establishing such an anchor zone 
with monetary penalties to ships who continued to drop anchors on our reefs.   

Without Big John's vision and extraordinary dedication to this cause, there would be nothing but a 
desolate scrap yard of random pieces of live coral, instead of the now lush, vibrant coral reef systems 
that attract divers from around the world to Fort Lauderdale's renowned dive sites!   

2. Big John is Recognized for Distinguishing Himself in his Field and Making Lifelong Contributions to 
the City of Ft. Lauderdale and its Treasured Coral Reefs  

Big John has preserved the lure of Ft. Lauderdale's beach and coral reef system that has made Ft. 
Lauderdale a worldwide top destination for diving!  A marble paver on the Walk of Fame honoring Big 
John would serve as a tribute to remind locals and tourists alike of his lifelong contributions to 
preserving the ocean, to saving Ft. Lauderdale's reefs, and to sharing with all of us the beauty and 
majesty of the underseas world through cinema! No one paid him to spend a decade of his life to save 
Ft. Lauderdale's reefs - this is a man who took action because he cares deeply and he wants more people 
to be made aware that the ocean is a very important treasure that we need to leave to future 
generations in good condition.  



Big John's distinctive career has already drawn well-deserved recognition.  In April 2007 Big John was 
bestowed the first ever "Lifetime Achievement Award" by the National Week of the Ocean in 
recognition for his marine-related experiences in engineering, ocean preservation, salvage and towing, 
underwater cinematography, diving instruction and technical advising for the film and television 
industry.  Dozens of diving colleagues and admirers, environmentalists, film industry friends and fellow 
Navy veterans were in attendance as he received the honor.  Recently Big John was nominated and 
approved to receive the upcoming 2014 "Lifetime Service Award" from the International Swimming Hall 
of Fame, an honor that is awarded very sparingly, the last one being awarded in 2007.  Big John was also 
recognized as Scuba Diving Magazine's 1998 "Diver of the Year." 

3. Biographical information on Big John McLaughlin - A Deserving Nominee for this Fort Lauderdale 
Honor! 
  
Big John McLaughlin is a living LEGEND and protector of Ft. Lauderdale's coral reefs!  He is larger than 
life, handsome and rugged with eyes bluer than deep ocean water.  At 87, he has lived in Ft. Lauderdale 
for almost 50 years and is this generations most sought after dive expert!  Among his many lifetime 
accomplishments, perhaps the most noteworthy is that Big John was a U.S. Navy Diver and served in 
WW II and the Korean War!  Big John always wanted to be a Navy Diver, and his life and career revolved 
around the ocean.  After the wars he became an oil rig diver in the Gulf in the 1950s, and later became a 
top instructor for the Divers Training Academy of Miami, as well as serving as company engineer.    

 Big John studied underwater high-tech at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT), and dive 
medicine at Duke University.  His resume would more resemble a novel, with careers including a Deep 
Sea Diver, Stunt Diver, Marine Engineer, Underwater Cinematographer, Marine Mammal Trainer, 
Guardian of the Sea, Coast Guard Certified Master Diver and Instructor, Coast Guard Certified Master 
U.S. Merchant Marine, Demolition Instructor, Deep Water Salvage for the U.S. Navy, a ship's captain, 
weapon's expert, commercial diver, and was a Member of the Federal Disaster Squad with top secret 
clearance.  In his career he has taught hard hat diving, scuba, demolitions, salvage, deep diving, and 
decompression sickness.  He also taught rebreathers, which he had worked on in the Navy in the early 
60s and 70s when this was cutting edge technology.  

In 1968 when a large 707 went down, Big John was a member of the investigating team sent to dive 300 
feet down to retrieve the black box (flight data recorder).  Big John was one of the first to dive with neon 
(gas) in the experimentation phase, and dove as deep as 520 feet using the neon.  He dove 400 feet 
under ice to recover military aircraft and made 300 foot free ascents from a nuclear submarine for the 
Navy just to prove it could be done - that the crew could escape.  Big John was also the first to shoot a 
nuclear sub, with a camera, while it cruised back and forth in the Tongue of the Ocean.   

Despite enormous success throughout his life, Big John is likely best known for his lifetime achievements 
in cinema.  He was instrumental in bringing scuba and the then mysterious, underseas world into our 
homes through television and movies.  In the TV series "Sea Hunt", he was the stunt double for Lloyd 
Bridges, and later trained, filmed and introduced us to a very friendly dolphin named Flipper in the 
popular TV show.   



Big John also brought us underwater adventure and excitement doing stunts, and using his cinematic 
magic in the underwater filming of many of the James Bond movies.  England's "007 Magazine" 
published a 2009 article about Big John which began:  "There are few members of the extensive 007 
technical crews that can boast a longer association with the James Bond series than John McLaughlin.  
With a diving career spanning six decades, John's real-life experiences working on Dr. No through 
License to Kill are as exciting as any of 007's cinematic exploits ... In addition to the Bond movies he has 
contributed his innumerable skills, mostly aquatic, to hundreds of movies and television shows and 
commercials, sometimes working on several in the same day."  Big John says the craziest thing he was 
ever asked to do was to bite a huge tiger shark when filming the James Bond movie "The Spy Who Loved 
Me".    Ironic, coming from the man who dove 520 feet under the sea breathing experimental neon gas. 

Throughout his expansive career, one of Big John's favorite things to do, well into his 80s, was to give 
lectures at schools and special events to educate children about preservation of the ocean.  He still 
walks Ft. Lauderdale Beach every morning before sunrise and shares his stories of the sea with other 
early morning beach lovers - and casually observes, with satisfaction, the tankers anchored far offshore 
and away from our reefs. 

 

Submitted by:  

Karen Lowell -  A Native Floridian, resident of Ft. Lauderdale for over 40 years, corporate attorney and a 
certified scuba diver on Ft. Lauderdale's reefs since 1988. 
 
Contact Information: 
 
Karen Lowell 
1683 SW 109th Terrace 
Davie, FL  33324 
 klgatorlaw@aol.com 
 (954) 424-6190  
 

Media References: 

http://www.bobwirt.com/BigJohn.html 

http://www.bobwirt.com/BigJohn007.html 

http://www.internationallegendsofdiving.com/FeaturedLegends/John_McLaughlin_bio.htm 

http://www.fortlauderdaleobserver.com/bigjohn/pdf/Sunshine.pdf (SUNSHINE, The Magazine of South 
Florida - July 14, 1996) 
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Angela DiPietro

From: Chaz Adams
Sent: Tuesday, January 20, 2015 11:55 AM
To: Angela DiPietro
Cc: Phil Thornburg
Subject: FW: Ron O'Brien
Attachments: Ron O'Brien Vita.doc; ATT00001.htm; Ron O'Briens Resume.doc; ATT00002.htm

Angee,

Please start a folder where we can keep this correspondence.

Thanks,

Chaz Adams
Public Affairs Manager
City of Fort Lauderdale
(954) 828-4748
ChazAdams@fortlauderdale.gov

From: Phil Thornburg
Sent: Tuesday, January 20, 2015 11:53 AM 
To: Chaz Adams 
Subject: FW: Ron O'Brien 

fyi

From: Jack Seiler  
Sent: Tuesday, January 20, 2015 11:52 AM 
To: Tim McGovern; Phil Thornburg; Lee Feldman 
Cc: Safeea Ali; Maxine Singh 
Subject: Fwd: Ron O'Brien 

Please consider. 

Thanks

Jack Seiler 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: Tim O’Brien <tobrienusa@gmail.com>
Date: January 20, 2015 at 11:45:42 AM EST 
To: Jack Seiler <Jack.Seiler@fortlauderdale.gov>
Subject: Re: Ron O'Brien

Jack, 

Let me know if you need anything else. 
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Thank you, 

Tim

Tim O'Brien 
949-702-7706

On Tue, Jan 20, 2015 at 11:17 AM, Jack Seiler <Jack.Seiler@fortlauderdale.gov> wrote: 
You can send me his bio and I will forward. 

Thanks

Jack Seiler 

> On Jan 20, 2015, at 10:25 AM, Tim O’Brien <tobrienusa@gmail.com> wrote: 
>
> Jack, 
>
> I hope you are well. A lot going on these days. 
>
> I had meant to ask you this before and feel a bit awkward doing so but I run along A1A north 
of Las Olas Blvd. across from the Elbo room on the east side of the street where there are 17 
stars of notable people in the history of our City. 
>
> I thought that it might be a nice thing for my father to be recognized there as well. He coached 
8 U.S. Olympic Teams and numerous Olympic Medalists and World Champions trained with 
him at the Fort Lauderdale Aquatic Center from 1990-2006. 
>
> Is there someone who you can direct me to so we can discuss this or get the ball rolling? 
>
> Thank you, 
>
> Tim O'Brien 



Ronald Francis O’Brien
6044 Strafford Oaks Drive

Sebring, Florida  33875
(863) 382-9116

EDUCATION

1967 Ph.D. in Physical Education
The Ohio State University, Columbus

1961 M.A. in Physical Education
The Ohio State University, Columbus

1959 B.S. in Physical Education
The Ohio State University, Columbus

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

2004 - 2008 High Performance Director
USA Diving, Indianapolis, Indiana

1991 - 2004 National Technical Director
USA Diving, Indianapolis, Indiana

1996 - 2008 Diving Special Events Coordinator
Hall of Fame Aquatic Complex, Fort Lauderdale, Florida

1990 - 1996 Director of Diving and Head Diving Coach
Hall of Fame Aquatic Complex, Fort Lauderdale, Florida

1985 - 1990 Head Diving Coach
Mission Bay Aquatic Center, Boca Raton, Florida

1978 - 1985 Head Diving Coach
Mission Viejo Nadadores, Mission Viejo, California

1963 - 1978 Head Diving Coach
The Ohio State University, Columbus, Ohio

1962 - 1963 Head Diving Coach
University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minnesota

ATHLETIC BACKGROUND

1957, 1958, 1959 Varsity “O” letter winner for both Gymnastics and Diving
The Ohio State University, Columbus, Ohio

1957, 1958, 1959 N.C.A.A. All-American for both One and Three Meter events
The Ohio State University, Columbus, Ohio

1959 N.C.A.A. One Meter Champion
The Ohio State University, Columbus, Ohio

1961 United States Diving All-American Three Meter Springboard

1961 United States National Three Meter Springboard Champion



Ronald Francis O’Brien

PROFESSIONAL COMMITTEES

1985 - 1991 Board of Directors, International Swimming Hall of Fame
1981 - 1985 President, U. S. Professional Diving Coaches Association
1968 - 1990 United States Olympic Diving Committee
1981 - 1988 Board of Directors, U. S. Diving, Inc.
1976 - 1991 Chairman, Olympic Team Preparation Committee, U. S. Diving, Inc.

1973 First Chairman, International Committee, U. S. Diving, Inc.
1965 - 1984 Diving Rules Committee, U. S. Diving, Inc.
1972 - 1976 Diving Rules Committee, N.C.A.A.

COACHING DISTINCTIONS

Produced a United States National Champion in 25 of his 30 years as a coach and has had a National Champion 
for 24 consecutive years, from 1973 through 1996.

In the 1988 Olympic Games, coached Greg Louganis to his second double gold medal performance in the 
springboard and platform events, making Greg the only man to accomplish back to back double gold medals in 
Olympic diving history.

In 1986 all 12 United States Diving individual National Titles were won by Ron O’Brien divers.

In 1984 the United States swept all four gold medals at the World Championships, the only time this has ever 
been accomplished and the first time any country has swept a major international world class event since 1952.  
The divers who accomplished this feat came from the Mission Viejo Nadadores, coached by Ron O’Brien.

COACHING AWARDS

1996 United States Olympic Committee Diving Coach of the Year
1996 Phil Boggs Award - for outstanding contribution to United States diving
1996 Mike Peppe Memorial Award
1996 Inductee - Pennsylvania Sports Hall of Fame
1994 Mike Peppe Memorial Award
1993 WHOSAM Award - for commitment to excellence and dedication in diving
1993 Mike Peppe Memorial Award
1992 Mike Peppe Memorial Award
1988 Inductee - International Swimming Hall of Fame
1988 Mike Peppe Memorial Award
1987 Mike Peppe Memorial Award
1986 Mike Peppe Memorial Award
1985 Mike Peppe Memorial Award
1984 Inductee - The Ohio State University Hall of Fame
1984 Mike Peppe Memorial Award
1983 Mike Peppe Memorial Award
1982 Mike Peppe Memorial Award
1981 Mike Peppe Memorial Award
1980 Mike Peppe Memorial Award
1979 Mike Peppe Memorial Award - first time awarded for outstanding senior 

United States diving coach
1976 James A. Rhodes - for participation in the 1976 Olympic Games
1976 Fred Cady Award - for coaching an Olympic Champion
1974 Mike Malone Award - for outstanding contributions to United States diving



Ronald Francis O’Brien

MAJOR INTERNATIONAL COACHING ASSIGNMENTS

1996 Head Coach - United States Olympic Team
1995 Head Coach - United States World Cup Team
1994 Head Coach - United States World Championship Team
1993 Head Coach - United States World Cup Team
1992 Head Coach - United States Olympic Team
1991 Coach - United States World Championship Team
1991 Head Coach - United States Pan American Team
1989 Co-Head Coach - United States World Cup Team
1988 Head Coach - United States Olympic Team
1987 Head Coach - United States Pan American Team
1987 Head Coach - United States World Cup Team
1986 Head Coach - United States World Championship Team
1985 Head Coach - United States World Cup Team
1984 Head Coach - United States Olympic Team
1983 Manager - United States Pan American Team
1983 Head Coach - United States World Cup Team
1982 Head Coach - United States World Championship Team
1981 Head Coach - United States World Cup Team
1980 Head Coach - United States Olympic Team
1978 Head Coach - United States World Championship Team
1976 Head Coach - United States Olympic Team
1975 Head Coach - United States World Championship Team
1975 Head Coach - United States Pan American Team
1972 Head Coach - United States Olympic Team
1968 Assistant Coach, Manager - United States Olympic Team
1967 Head Coach - United States Pan American Team

NATIONAL TEAM TITLES

1991 - 1996 Fort Lauderdale Diving Team 20 Team Titles
1985 - 1990 Mission Bay Makos 16 Team Titles 
1978 - 1985 Mission Viejo Nadadores 38 Team Titles
1972 - 1982 Ron O’Brien Diving School 13 Team Titles

TOTAL TEAM CHAMPIONSHIPS 87

MEDALS WON BY RON O’BRIEN DIVERS

GOLD SILVER BRONZE
Olympic Games 5 3 4
World Championships 8 2 -
World Cup Championships 5 4 1
Pan American Games 14 4 2
World Student Games 3 4 3
U.S. National Championships       134 80 73
N.C.A.A. Championships 10 5 8
A.I.A.W. Championships 3 4 1
Big Ten Championships 14 9 12

TOTALS 196 113 106
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Angela DiPietro

From: Tim McGovern
Sent: Monday, April 06, 2015 10:52 AM
To: Angela DiPietro; Chaz Adams
Subject: FW: tim schiavonee
Attachments: Tim Schiavone App.pdf

Hi, Tim Smith is the person nominating him

From: Rodrigo Canaval  
Sent: Tuesday, March 31, 2015 11:05 AM 
To: Tim McGovern 
Subject: RE: tim schiavonee 

Done, please check and advise.

From: Tim McGovern  
Sent: Friday, March 27, 2015 10:54 AM 
To: Rodrigo Canaval 
Subject: FW: tim schiavonee 

From: g [mailto:wdparrot@aol.com]
Sent: Thursday, March 26, 2015 8:11 PM 
To: Tim McGovern 
Subject: tim schiavonee 

Tim,
Thanks for thinking of me... 

As per your request here is my little story 

Moved to Fort Lauderdale in 1973 .Thought I died and went to heaven. I was 22 years old .Back home in Trenton New 
Jersesey I had to go to the local bowling alley to meet girls while their moms were busy bowling or using the Ladies room. 
When me and my best childhood friend drove to the beach we saw more girls than sand and knew we wanted to stay 
here. I landed a job at the Parrot Lounge as a bar boy and glass washer. We sold 7 beers for a dollar and the place was 
Dodge city. Over the next ten years I learned the business from the ground up. My mentors were seasoned bartenders, 
gamblers , fishermen , cops and alot of guys the cops were looking for. I was groomed by  the best of the worst and loved 
every minute of it. Getting involved with the Chamber of Commerce and people like Ina Lee and Carolyn Micheals was a 
big positive influence on me . I learned how to  make changes to my business and my neighborhood with the help of the 
city and other community busness leaders.I currently own the business and property the WFParrot sits on. Lucky to have 
achieved the American Dream. 

Tim you know I like to talk alot but not so much about myself. I love this town and what great opportunitys it has given me. 
I will forever be in debt to Fort Lauderdale and will not ever tire of giving back to my city. 

For the Record

2001 Citizen of the Year 
Honorary Irishman of the Year 2014 
Chairman of the Chamber Beach Council for 2 seperate term. 
board member of the Economic Developement Advisory Board forever .. left over term limits  
board member of the Beach Redevelopement Advisory Board forever... still there 
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1980 raised the first 10,000.00 for a young boy to have facial surgery after being attachked by a dog. (got my ass kicked 
in my only boxing match) William Thies and sons emptied the warehouse and we had about 1000. people there .. they 
had more fun watching than I did... 

The Parrot Lounge over the Last 45 Years has literally raised over a Million Dollars for any and every charity that asked 
for our help. Muscular Distrophy,Covenant House,Young Proffessionals,Pet Rescue,Toys for Tots and many more 
individuals who just needed a helping hand when caught in challenging times. We have survived 3 or more Reccessions 
and a Multitude of Tropical Storms and Hurricanes.My Staff of only three people plus myself represent over 100 years of 
service to the Parrot. We have proudly been apart of the history of the beach and continue to encourage the city to grow 
in a responsibe direction. Nothing make us more excited than making our visitors become our new next door neighbors. 
Thank you again for your thoughts and consideration  

Tim Schiavone 
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Angela DiPietro

From: Tim McGovern
Sent: Friday, March 27, 2015 10:51 AM
To: Chaz Adams; Angela DiPietro
Cc: Tim McGovern
Subject: FW: Walk of Fame Nomination Forms - AJ Yaari
Attachments: Aiton (AJ) Yaari  Nomination Form 2015.pdf; Aiton Joseph.pdf; IBOTB Overview.pdf

From: ari [mailto:ari@ravcommunications.com]  
Sent: Friday, March 27, 2015 10:06 AM 
To: Tim McGovern 
Subject: Walk of Fame Nomination Forms - AJ Yaari 

Good morning Tim

It's with pleasure I am submitting a nomination for AJ Yarri in recognition of the City of Fort 
Lauderdale's annual Walk of Fame announced during the Great American Beach Party on May 23, 
2015.

Attached are the requested application form, biography and a clipping book of Mr. Yaari's properties 
and press.  
Should there be any additional information needed, please do not hesitate to reach out.

Thank you in advance for the consideration. 
Ari

Arianne Glassman
president
rAv Communications
1518 Garfield Street
Hollywood, FL 33020
Phone: 954.205.8754
Email: ari@ravcommunications.com
www.ravcommunications.com

www.linkedin.com/in/ariglassman
www.facebook.com/ravcommunications







 
 

Aiton Joseph (A.J.) Yaari 
 
A true visionary, A.J. Yaari has built his success on evolving with Fort Lauderdale Beach, as it 
has evolved, to attract a year-round, more sophisticated clientele. From working in a T-shirt 
shop on Fort Lauderdale Beach in the early 1990s to owning and managing more than a 
dozen properties on Fort Lauderdale Beach, Yaari has since become a highly successful 
entrepreneur, helping to transform the destination. 
 
The son of an Israeli Air Force pilot, Yaari was born in Chicago, Ill., and lived there until age 
10 while his father attended school in the area. The family then moved back to Israel, where 
Yaari later joined the Israeli Army. After graduating from the University of Haifa with a 
business degree, he moved back to his hometown, Chicago, and later to Los Angeles, 
California where he ran a construction company; an experience that gave him the knowledge 
he uses to this day for construction projects he oversees. 
 
At the age of 24, Yaari moved to Fort Lauderdale, Fla. “during the last years of ‘Spring Break’ 
in Fort Lauderdale,” as he says, to be closer to friends. It was at this time that he began 
working on Fort Lauderdale Beach, delivering shirts for a 500-square-foot T-shirt shop. In a 
short time, he assumed a role as the stores’ manager, and started to notice shift. While many 
shops were closing on the beach, Yaari had the foresight to know that the area would 
someday be a center of activity. 
 
In 2002, Yaari saw an opportunity to open his first restaurant, Café Del Mar, when a popular 
Fort Lauderdale Beach restaurant closed. At the same time, he and his partner started 
buying parcels of land, and created an “assemblage” of beachfront properties. 
 
“As a 24-year-old working in a T-shirt shop, I looked at Fort Lauderdale Beach, and knew 
what it could become,” said Yaari. “With luck, vision, and incredible ambition, I am proud to 
of my role in making the beach destination what it is today – by believing in giving people an 
experience, not just a meal.” 
 
Yaari’s vision to provide upscale dining experiences along Fort Lauderdale Beach came to 
fruition with the opening of Spazio in 2005, a restaurant, which a decade later remains a 
well-reputed dining destination known for its fine Italian and Mediterranean cuisine, 
exceptional wine list and nightly live entertainment. Over the next five years, he continued to 
build upon his role in Fort Lauderdale Beach’s entertainment district,  assuming ownership of 
Sangrias Mexican Cantina (2006), the popular Sports Bar, Blondies in 2006, and St. Bart’s 
Coffee Co., in 2007, a quaint, café/coffee shop favored by locals and visitors.  
 
Yaari continued the expansion in the Hospitality sector, assuming ownership of Rock Bar in 
2009, and nearly a decade after opening their flagship restaurant, Spazio, he opened the 
upscale, Asian-inspired eatery, Tsukuro; a pinnacle of his vision to revitalize the Fort 
Lauderdale dining scene with quality, consistency and impeccable service. 
 
 “The revitalization of Fort Lauderdale Beach is representative of the growth of Fort 
Lauderdale itself,” he continued. “With the expansion of Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood 
International Airport, Fort Lauderdale Convention Center expansion, and the many other 
projects happening in the area, the city is booming, paving the way for its even more 
thriving future.”  
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CITY OF FORT LAUDERDALE"~ 

2014 Walk of Fame Honoree Nomination Form 

The City established the Walk of Fame in 2010 at the inaugural Great American Beach Party to pay 
tribute to the legendary Connie Francis on the 50th Anniversary of "Where the Boys Are," the 1960 film 
which made Fort Lauderdale an overnight sensation and a "must see" destination for visitors. 

Walk of Fame Honorees are recognized for distinguishing themselves in their respective fields, while 
making lifelong, positive contributions to the City of Fort Lauderdale. As part of the awards program, 
each honoree receives a commemorative marble paver that is placed in the Walk of Fame to 
memorialize their outstanding accomplishments. The Fort Lauderdale Walk of Fame is located on the 
beach along the east side of AlA at Las Olas Boulevard. 

Walk of Fame Honorees are announced at the Great American Beach Party, which annually takes place 
on the Saturday of Memorial Day Weekend. 

2014 Nomination Timeline: 

Application Deadline 
Committee Review 
Selections Made 
Selectees Notified 

April4 
April7 -11 
April14- 18 
April25 

If you would like to submit a nomination for the 2014 Great American Beach Party Walk of Fame, please 
complete the information below. Please feel free to attach additional sheets or submit your responses 
via email to tmcgovern@fortlauderdale.gov 



2014 Walk of Fame Honoree Nomination Form- Page 212 

3. Please provide a brief biography, resume or any other background information about the nominee 
including contact information. 

FllY' Co~ JQvk ~d so"''5 biv'Jvt<-f\._j ~,L re:suw.e.- J ~l(JMQ.
S'ee-~ c.J1~ ,l +il<e (2 ?"'1"' pdf)", -Jot, lonj +o Wd t"' vcd J 

1\\u.~J .. ~0\),) 
submittedby: C,~viSfi~IL Lht.tYl - cC~':?WIVMt,P(--:0 l1 ~rs.v»Je¥ 

r~~~ NVl<-oYV 

Background material such as nominee biography, resume, media copy, etc. is highly recommended. 

All nominations must be received by Friday, April 4, 2014 at 5:00p.m. Submissions may be mailed to: 
Tim McGovern, City of Fort Lauderdale, Parks and Recreation Department, 1350 W. Broward Boulevard, 
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33312. Forms may also be emailed to tmcgovern@fortlauderdale.gov. Nominations 
and background materials submitted after Friday, Apri/4 at 5:00p.m. will not be accepted. If you have 
any questions, please call (954) 828-4340 or email tmcgovern@fortlauderdale.gov. 

_____,---·w--. ----.-r- ----------~-



Olympic Swimmer and Head Olympic Coach 
Jack Nelson is the only person in the history of USA swimming who has 

been both an Olympic swimmer, placing in the finals at the Olympics, in 1956 and an 
Olympic head coach in 197 6. He is also a three time world record holder and 
Olympian, former collegiate All-American, World Games and Pan-American Games 
coach. Coach has been inducted into seven (7) halls of fame: Greater Fort 

·Lauderdale Sports Hall of Fame, University of Miami Sports Hall of Fame, Saint 
Thomas Aquinas Hall of Fame, North Carolina Sports Hall of Fame, State of Florida 
Sports Hall of Fame, and the International Swimming Hall of Fame. 

Born in Chickamauga, Georgia November 8, 1931, Jack was a football player 
in high school and is still considered a football player in the small town of LaFayette, 
Georgia. He started competitive swimming at the age of 21 in the Air Force where he 
was immediately successful. The next year, at age 22, he was coaching the team. 
Within three years, Jack swam the 100 and 200 meter butterfly in world record 
times and competed in the 1956 Melbourne Olympics. 

Buddy Baarcke met Jack Nelson when they were training for the Pan 
American Games in Treasure Island, CA and acted as a key mentor for developing 
Jack's training regimens as a swimmer. The two have been lifelong friends. Coach 
Tom Lamar, one of Jack's personal coaches, has also been a role model to Jack and 
his coaching style. 

Jack Nelson attended the University of Miami (1957 -1960) and life-guarded 
on the weekends on Fort Lauderdale Beach. Mrs. Ruth Eney approached Jack on the 
beach to coach her daughter in swimming. In a short period of time, Jack began his 
extremely successful high school coaching career with 30 state championships at 
Ransom School, Pine Crest School, and Fort Lauderdale High Schools. At age 44 he 
coached the most amazing Olympic triumph by an American Women's Relay Team. 
Then at the age of 60 his team won their first of 14 National Team Championships. 

In 1966 when Jack returned from fourth place in the Nationals, Jack formed 
the Jack Nelson Swim Club which became the Fort Lauderdale Swim Team, training 
at Pine Crest and the International Swimming Hall of Fame. He also coached at the 
University of Miami for four years. 

Jack has coached 44 Olympians, including gold medalists, Joel Thomas, Paige 
Zemina, David Edgar, Shirley Stobbs, Arthur Wodat, Marilyn Corson, Sheila 
Taormina, Melanie Valero, David Fox, and Tripp Schwenk He also coached world 
and U.S. record holders, Andy Coan, and Laurie Lehner, and American record 
holders Margie Moffit, Ann Marshall, Bonnie Brown, Tom McAneney, and Seth van 
Neerden, plus over 460 All-Americans. 

He coached the US national teams in 1974, 1975, 1976, 1979, 1981, 1983, 
1990, and 1994. Nelson's coaching methods may be considered a little 
unconventional. In other words, Jack talks a lot. "Jack has the ability to say whatever 
makes you feel better about yourself. He is a super motivator, and if he could, he'd 



get up on the blocks and swim the race for you." Nelson coached one of the most 
exciting moments in the 1976 Montreal Olypmics. Kim Peyton, Jill Sterkel, Wendy 
Boglioli, and anchor Shirley Babashoff swam a 400 freestyle relay that beat the 
steroid-affected East German team that had dominated the other relays and 
individual events. The USA women had set nine American Records, and four world 
records. This same year, Nelson was named National High School Coach of the Year. 

Most recently, former swimmers, Bradley Alley, who swam in 2 Olympics set 
a new NCAA record and won the 200 IM at the 2009 NCAA Championships; along 
with Albert Suberitz, an Olympian, who won the 100 freestyle in the NCAA's and 
Garrett Webber-Gale won Olympic and World Games gold medals. 

Sharing in his life of accomplishment, Sherrill Nelson has been married to 
Jack for thirty six (36) years. Together, they participated as members of the United 
States swimming coaching staff at the 1990 World Cup meet in Perth, Australia. The 
following year, Sherrill returned to Perth as a member of the World Games staff. She 
was the USA 1998 Women in Swimming award winner, and in 1999, the 
International Swimming Hall of Fame named Sherrill as their Grand Dame for 
outstanding contributions to USA swimming. 

Coach's belief is that "Access to Success is Thru the Mind." His life of 
accomplishments proves its value. Jack Nelson exemplifies a charismatic coach with 
a passion for his sport. Through him, we learn that this special brand of passion 
includes positive enthusiasm, setting standards and living by them, really caring 
about athletes, and being active in the politics of the sport. 

Jack Nelson is quick to acknowledge the coaches and people who have helped 
him throughout his career: His parents, Mary Band W.J. Nelson who always believed 
in him. He knows they are up there watching and he is proud to be their son. Buddy 
Baarcke, Mike Barden, Lloyd Bennett, Joe Bernal, Red Blair, Buster Britton, Richard 
Cahalan, Delores Campbell, Ralph Casey, Willis Casey, Dick Cavanah, Bill Clinton, 
Andy Coan, Major Rob Cox, Isabelle Craine, Mark Davin, Rosemary Dawson, Jackie 
Nelson Doyle, John Doyle,, David Edgar, Guy Edson, Michael Egan, Frank Elm, 
Barbara Evans, Tom Fagley, Principal Sally Faloon, Jack Gafney, Don Gambril, Marty 
Grady, Wendell Gray-Gonzales, Jorge Gonzalez, George Haines, Mark Hesse, Mary 
Jackson, Lucky Jordan, Ken Kaplan, Jim Kiernan, Lee Kingsbury, Bob Kiputh, Chuck 
Knoles, Allan Kopel, Tom Lamar, Andy Lehner, John Leonard, Pop Levitt. Jack Martin, 
Lisa McLucky, Bob McVain, Jim Montrella, Don Moonjian, Phil Moriarty, Mayor Jim 
Naugle, Garry Nelson, Jamie Nelson, Sherrill Nelson, David Nielson, Chris Noll, Bob 
Ousley, Fred Peters, Mike Peppe, John Pierson, Alex Pussieldi, Ritva Rennes, Stacy 
Rush, Vince Santostefano, Terry Schlichenmaier, Senator Jim Scott, Bill Sepich, 
Congressman E. Clay ~haw, Seth Sizer, David Snyder, Charles "Red" Sylvia, Carole 
Tan, Nobutaka Tan, Alan Toll, Norman D. Tripp, Mike Tschirret, Greg Tye, Tomas 
Victoria, Bill Wadley, Chuck Wahner, Jill White, Robbin White, John Wienants, Judi 
Woolger, June Woolger, Linda Young, Ron Young and Mayor Virginia Young. 
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From: Tim McGovern
To: Chaz Adams; Angela DiPietro
Cc: Carl Williams; Phil Thornburg
Subject: FW: Coach Jack Nelson for walk of fame nomination
Date: Wednesday, April 02, 2014 11:08:08 AM
Attachments: jacknelsonnomination.pdf

jacknelsonbio.pdf

fyi

-----Original Message-----
From: christina lihan [mailto:lihanstudio@yahoo.com]
Sent: Tuesday, April 01, 2014 9:35 PM
To: Tim McGovern
Subject: Coach Jack Nelson for walk of fame nomination

Hello Tim
I have attached two pdfs. This is for my nomination for Coach Jack Nelson to be a walk of fame
honoree.
Please call me or email if you need something else.
Thank you!
Cheers,
Christina

--- On Tue, 4/1/14, christina lihan <lihanstudio@yahoo.com> wrote:

> From: christina lihan <lihanstudio@yahoo.com>
> Subject: nelson
> To: lihanstudio@yahoo.com
> Date: Tuesday, April 1, 2014, 8:57 PM
>

mailto:/O=CITYFTLAUDERDALE/OU=CTYNT1/CN=CITY-HALL USERS/CN=TIMMC
mailto:CAdams@fortlauderdale.gov
mailto:ADiPietro@fortlauderdale.gov
mailto:CWilliams@fortlauderdale.gov
mailto:PThornburg@fortlauderdale.gov
mailto:lihanstudio@yahoo.com



CITY OF FORT LAUDERDALE"~ 


2014 Walk of Fame Honoree Nomination Form 


The City established the Walk of Fame in 2010 at the inaugural Great American Beach Party to pay 
tribute to the legendary Connie Francis on the 50th Anniversary of "Where the Boys Are," the 1960 film 
which made Fort Lauderdale an overnight sensation and a "must see" destination for visitors. 


Walk of Fame Honorees are recognized for distinguishing themselves in their respective fields, while 
making lifelong, positive contributions to the City of Fort Lauderdale. As part of the awards program, 
each honoree receives a commemorative marble paver that is placed in the Walk of Fame to 
memorialize their outstanding accomplishments. The Fort Lauderdale Walk of Fame is located on the 
beach along the east side of AlA at Las Olas Boulevard. 


Walk of Fame Honorees are announced at the Great American Beach Party, which annually takes place 
on the Saturday of Memorial Day Weekend. 


2014 Nomination Timeline: 


Application Deadline 
Committee Review 
Selections Made 
Selectees Notified 


April4 
April7 -11 
April14- 18 
April25 


If you would like to submit a nomination for the 2014 Great American Beach Party Walk of Fame, please 
complete the information below. Please feel free to attach additional sheets or submit your responses 
via email to tmcgovern@fortlauderdale.gov 







2014 Walk of Fame Honoree Nomination Form- Page 212 


3. Please provide a brief biography, resume or any other background information about the nominee 
including contact information. 
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Background material such as nominee biography, resume, media copy, etc. is highly recommended. 


All nominations must be received by Friday, April 4, 2014 at 5:00p.m. Submissions may be mailed to: 
Tim McGovern, City of Fort Lauderdale, Parks and Recreation Department, 1350 W. Broward Boulevard, 
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33312. Forms may also be emailed to tmcgovern@fortlauderdale.gov. Nominations 
and background materials submitted after Friday, Apri/4 at 5:00p.m. will not be accepted. If you have 
any questions, please call (954) 828-4340 or email tmcgovern@fortlauderdale.gov. 
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Olympic Swimmer and Head Olympic Coach 
Jack Nelson is the only person in the history of USA swimming who has 


been both an Olympic swimmer, placing in the finals at the Olympics, in 1956 and an 
Olympic head coach in 197 6. He is also a three time world record holder and 
Olympian, former collegiate All-American, World Games and Pan-American Games 
coach. Coach has been inducted into seven (7) halls of fame: Greater Fort 


·Lauderdale Sports Hall of Fame, University of Miami Sports Hall of Fame, Saint 
Thomas Aquinas Hall of Fame, North Carolina Sports Hall of Fame, State of Florida 
Sports Hall of Fame, and the International Swimming Hall of Fame. 


Born in Chickamauga, Georgia November 8, 1931, Jack was a football player 
in high school and is still considered a football player in the small town of LaFayette, 
Georgia. He started competitive swimming at the age of 21 in the Air Force where he 
was immediately successful. The next year, at age 22, he was coaching the team. 
Within three years, Jack swam the 100 and 200 meter butterfly in world record 
times and competed in the 1956 Melbourne Olympics. 


Buddy Baarcke met Jack Nelson when they were training for the Pan 
American Games in Treasure Island, CA and acted as a key mentor for developing 
Jack's training regimens as a swimmer. The two have been lifelong friends. Coach 
Tom Lamar, one of Jack's personal coaches, has also been a role model to Jack and 
his coaching style. 


Jack Nelson attended the University of Miami (1957 -1960) and life-guarded 
on the weekends on Fort Lauderdale Beach. Mrs. Ruth Eney approached Jack on the 
beach to coach her daughter in swimming. In a short period of time, Jack began his 
extremely successful high school coaching career with 30 state championships at 
Ransom School, Pine Crest School, and Fort Lauderdale High Schools. At age 44 he 
coached the most amazing Olympic triumph by an American Women's Relay Team. 
Then at the age of 60 his team won their first of 14 National Team Championships. 


In 1966 when Jack returned from fourth place in the Nationals, Jack formed 
the Jack Nelson Swim Club which became the Fort Lauderdale Swim Team, training 
at Pine Crest and the International Swimming Hall of Fame. He also coached at the 
University of Miami for four years. 


Jack has coached 44 Olympians, including gold medalists, Joel Thomas, Paige 
Zemina, David Edgar, Shirley Stobbs, Arthur Wodat, Marilyn Corson, Sheila 
Taormina, Melanie Valero, David Fox, and Tripp Schwenk He also coached world 
and U.S. record holders, Andy Coan, and Laurie Lehner, and American record 
holders Margie Moffit, Ann Marshall, Bonnie Brown, Tom McAneney, and Seth van 
Neerden, plus over 460 All-Americans. 


He coached the US national teams in 1974, 1975, 1976, 1979, 1981, 1983, 
1990, and 1994. Nelson's coaching methods may be considered a little 
unconventional. In other words, Jack talks a lot. "Jack has the ability to say whatever 
makes you feel better about yourself. He is a super motivator, and if he could, he'd 







get up on the blocks and swim the race for you." Nelson coached one of the most 
exciting moments in the 1976 Montreal Olypmics. Kim Peyton, Jill Sterkel, Wendy 
Boglioli, and anchor Shirley Babashoff swam a 400 freestyle relay that beat the 
steroid-affected East German team that had dominated the other relays and 
individual events. The USA women had set nine American Records, and four world 
records. This same year, Nelson was named National High School Coach of the Year. 


Most recently, former swimmers, Bradley Alley, who swam in 2 Olympics set 
a new NCAA record and won the 200 IM at the 2009 NCAA Championships; along 
with Albert Suberitz, an Olympian, who won the 100 freestyle in the NCAA's and 
Garrett Webber-Gale won Olympic and World Games gold medals. 


Sharing in his life of accomplishment, Sherrill Nelson has been married to 
Jack for thirty six (36) years. Together, they participated as members of the United 
States swimming coaching staff at the 1990 World Cup meet in Perth, Australia. The 
following year, Sherrill returned to Perth as a member of the World Games staff. She 
was the USA 1998 Women in Swimming award winner, and in 1999, the 
International Swimming Hall of Fame named Sherrill as their Grand Dame for 
outstanding contributions to USA swimming. 


Coach's belief is that "Access to Success is Thru the Mind." His life of 
accomplishments proves its value. Jack Nelson exemplifies a charismatic coach with 
a passion for his sport. Through him, we learn that this special brand of passion 
includes positive enthusiasm, setting standards and living by them, really caring 
about athletes, and being active in the politics of the sport. 


Jack Nelson is quick to acknowledge the coaches and people who have helped 
him throughout his career: His parents, Mary Band W.J. Nelson who always believed 
in him. He knows they are up there watching and he is proud to be their son. Buddy 
Baarcke, Mike Barden, Lloyd Bennett, Joe Bernal, Red Blair, Buster Britton, Richard 
Cahalan, Delores Campbell, Ralph Casey, Willis Casey, Dick Cavanah, Bill Clinton, 
Andy Coan, Major Rob Cox, Isabelle Craine, Mark Davin, Rosemary Dawson, Jackie 
Nelson Doyle, John Doyle,, David Edgar, Guy Edson, Michael Egan, Frank Elm, 
Barbara Evans, Tom Fagley, Principal Sally Faloon, Jack Gafney, Don Gambril, Marty 
Grady, Wendell Gray-Gonzales, Jorge Gonzalez, George Haines, Mark Hesse, Mary 
Jackson, Lucky Jordan, Ken Kaplan, Jim Kiernan, Lee Kingsbury, Bob Kiputh, Chuck 
Knoles, Allan Kopel, Tom Lamar, Andy Lehner, John Leonard, Pop Levitt. Jack Martin, 
Lisa McLucky, Bob McVain, Jim Montrella, Don Moonjian, Phil Moriarty, Mayor Jim 
Naugle, Garry Nelson, Jamie Nelson, Sherrill Nelson, David Nielson, Chris Noll, Bob 
Ousley, Fred Peters, Mike Peppe, John Pierson, Alex Pussieldi, Ritva Rennes, Stacy 
Rush, Vince Santostefano, Terry Schlichenmaier, Senator Jim Scott, Bill Sepich, 
Congressman E. Clay ~haw, Seth Sizer, David Snyder, Charles "Red" Sylvia, Carole 
Tan, Nobutaka Tan, Alan Toll, Norman D. Tripp, Mike Tschirret, Greg Tye, Tomas 
Victoria, Bill Wadley, Chuck Wahner, Jill White, Robbin White, John Wienants, Judi 
Woolger, June Woolger, Linda Young, Ron Young and Mayor Virginia Young. 
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2014 Walk of Fame Honoree Nomination Form 
 
The City established the Walk of Fame in 2010 at the inaugural Great American Beach Party to pay 
tribute to the legendary Connie Francis on the 50th Anniversary of “Where the Boys Are,” the 1960 film 
which made Fort Lauderdale an overnight sensation and a “must see” destination for visitors. 

 
Walk of Fame Honorees are recognized for distinguishing themselves in their respective fields, while 
making lifelong, positive contributions to the City of Fort Lauderdale.  As part of the awards program, 
each honoree receives a commemorative marble paver that is placed in the Walk of Fame to 
memorialize their outstanding accomplishments. The Fort Lauderdale Walk of Fame is located on the 
beach along the east side of A1A at Las Olas Boulevard. 
 
Walk of Fame Honorees are announced at the Great American Beach Party, which annually takes place 
on the Saturday of Memorial Day Weekend.  
 
2014 Nomination Timeline: 
 

Application Deadline  April 4   
Committee Review  April 7 - 11 
Selections Made  April 14 - 18   
Selectees Notified  April 25 

 
If you would like to submit a nomination for the 2014 Great American Beach Party Walk of Fame, please 
complete the information below.  Please feel free to attach additional sheets or submit your responses 
via email to tmcgovern@fortlauderdale.gov 

 
Name:               
 
Address:              
 
City, State, Zip Code:  _______                
 
Home Phone:       ____ Office:_____________________  Cell:______________________ 
 
Email:  ___________________                

Patrina Makins-Suydam

19452 East Country Club

(202) 391-1129

Aventura Florida, 33180

patrinasuyd@aol.com, psuydam@notmykidsfoundation.org



   

 
 

2014 Walk of Fame Honoree Nomination Form – Page 2/2 
 
 
1.  Please describe the nominee’s accomplishments or contributions to the community. Examples include 
civic responsibility, financial contributions, volunteer service, projects accomplished, or other categories. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.  Why is the nominee deserving of this award? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.  Please provide a brief biography, resume or any other background information about the nominee 
including contact information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Submitted by:          
 
 
Background material such as nominee biography, resume, media copy, etc. is highly recommended.  
 
All nominations must be received by Friday, April 4, 2014 at 5:00 p.m.  Submissions may be mailed to: 
Tim McGovern, City of Fort Lauderdale, Parks and Recreation Department, 1350 W. Broward Boulevard, 
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33312.  Forms may also be emailed to tmcgovern@fortlauderdale.gov.  Nominations 
and background materials submitted after Friday, April 4 at 5:00 p.m. will not be accepted.  If you have 
any questions, please call (954) 828-4340 or email tmcgovern@fortlauderdale.gov. 

Our nominee has effected change in all four categories: civic responsibility, financial 
contributions, volunteer service, and accomplished several projects through her mentoring 
program P.K. Girls Mentoring Program. The mentoring program was created in response to a 
call to mentor young ladies and their mothers.  As a mother and daughter, Patrina and Kellie 
survived the middle school and high school years (thirteen to eighteen). They personally know 
how challenging those years can be; as Patrina’s daughter Kellie was expelled from school for 
one year as a result of her involvement in gang related activities.  Through her mother’s 
mentoring, encouragement, Kellie returned to school that following year more focused and 
committed to being successful in school in spite of having to recover an entire year of 
educational instruction.  Kellie was able to overcome those challenges, because she had the 
perfect role model in her mom, Patrina Suydam.  Today, Kellie is an entrepreneur, motivational 
speaker, and an author of two books.  The mentoring program is held on a weekly basis at 
Pines Middle School in Pembroke Pines Florida. Our participants learn about volunteerism and 
humanitarianism; develop an understanding of the importance of giving back and making a 
positive contribution to society. They participate in a series of workshops / trainings to include: 
Team building, leadership development, conflict resolution, critical thinking and decision making, 
social and emotional development, training in apprenticeship programs and career building 
skills. 
 
Patrina realizes her civic responsibility as she serves our- youth and their families using her 
personal funds and resources to operate the foundation.  She answered the call in 2004, and 
created The Not My Kids Foundation, Inc. with a mission to make a positive life-changing impact 
in the lives of at-risk youth through mentoring, educational and advocacy services.  We target 
at-risk youth who are faced with generational cycles of poverty, illiteracy, drug addiction and 
domestic violence. Through higher education opportunities and access to resources and training 
services our youth are afforded the chance to become productive citizens.  Our charter is to 
help our youth break through and overcome their challenges in order to move onto a path of 
self-sufficiency.  The facts are brutally clear; poverty and cycles of violence create urgent 
problems for our kids and limit their choices.  Therefore, we have declared a State of 
Emergency on behalf of at-risk youth and are attacking urgent problems from all fronts.  We 
encourage all stakeholders to join the fight in saving our children by saying “Not My Kids” to 
generational cycles of poverty, illiteracy, drug addiction and domestic violence.  We provide our 
youth a safe haven of consistency and structure in an environment that is conducive to learning 
positive behavior and improving academic skills. Our metrics include reducing dropout rates, 
meeting grade level expectations and improving social skills.  Our demographic is children in 
at-risk communities – housing projects and inner city neighborhoods. The Not My Kids 
Foundation, Inc. currently serves children living at the Broward Gardens Apartments, a HUD 
Housing project in Fort Lauderdale, Florida.  Patrina is committed to standing up for and fighting 
for our at-risk youth.  She is driven to help change the fate of our youth.  According to studies by 
Johns Hopkins University, there are key indicators for success in the middle grades that 
determine whether students are on track to graduate from high school.  Sixth graders with any 
of the following characteristics failed math or English/reading, or attended school less than 80% 
of the time, or received an unsatisfactory behavior grade in a core course had only a 10%-20 
chance of graduating from high school.  The program seeks to holistically redirect angry 
unproductive and negative behavior; replacing it with a positive life changing direction resulting 
in intellectually prepared, confident, and emotionally well balanced youths.  We are the bridge 
between home and school for the majority of our families - most have multiple children and are 
headed by hardworking young women between the ages of 25 - 30.   Many families have adults 
who cannot help with homework because they are functionally illiterate and lack the necessary 
skills to find gainful full-time employment; consequently, parents often have many part-time jobs 
that leave them very little time to spend helping their children make progress after school. 

Our nominee is deserving of this award based on her personal conviction to fulfilling her mission 
in life, to making a positive life changing impact in the lives of at-risk youth and their families.  
Patrina our founder understands first-hand the challenges that at-risk youth encounter on a daily 
basis. She is a third generation product of public assistance and living in public housing.  Like 
her grandmother and mother before her, Patrina grew up in a drug-infested, poverty stricken, 
under-served community in Washington DC. A city where crime was so widespread it became 
known as the murder capital of the world.  While growing up in the inner-city, she hated 
attending school, and the community she lived in, but later realized the importance of obtaining 
a quality education that would ultimately lead to a better future.  With a mission to break 
generational cycles of educational and economic barriers and to create better opportunities for 
her kids; Patrina went back to school, earning her Master’s in Education in 2003 and lost no 
time in deciding how to give back to her community. 
Patrina is leading the organization with creativity and passion, maintaining and growing our 
ability to provide support and services. Using a diverse set of community and corporate 
partners, the Not My Kids Foundation, Inc. has pursued and successfully obtained the 
resources necessary to help our children.  She has a perspective and attitude that is relevant as 
her vision for the foundation is to build enduring programs that attack the urgent problems of 
poverty, child abuse and bullying on all fronts.  About 16.1 million children (more than one in 
five) under the age of 18 are living in poverty.  Patrina is leading the fight by helping to attack 
the hidden epidemic of child abuse and neglect that affects one in five children in the United 
States.   Unfortunately, the violence in our schools caused by bullying creates fear which drives 
nearly 160,000 kids to stay home from school every day to avoid being bullied.    

Biography  Patrina Suydam is a native Washingtonian, she established the Not My Kids Foundation, Inc.  In 2004 as she was divinely inspired.  She is a motivational speaker, entrepreneur, mentor and educational advocate. She believes that it is time to declare a state of emergency on the behalf of our at-risk youth and families living in America.  Patrina serves as a surrogate mother who decided to say “Not My Kids to: generational cycles of poverty, psychological, educational, and economical barriers that have caused social demobilization in families”.   While growing up in the inter-city she hated attending school, but later realized the importance of obtaining an education; therefore, she went back to school after starting a family.  Patrina is an alumnus of Strayer University, in Washington, D.C. where she received a Bachelor of Science degree majoring in Computer Information Systems and two minor degrees: one in Human Resources and the other in Business Administration.    Her love for special need students inspired her to acquire a Master’s degree in Education, majoring in cross-categorical special education from Regent University, located in Virginia Beach, Virginia, graduating cum laude.  Patrina has several years of professional classroom instructions in Prince George’s County Maryland and Washington, D.C. teaching in special, alternative, general and adult educational settings.   She currently holds a post graduate professional license and is certified to teach special learning disabilities, emotional disturbance, ESOL and reading specialist K-12.  She is a certified Master Teacher, Intel Teach to the Future Program, certified by Riverside to administer the Woodcock Johnson III achievement test, the Wilson Reading Systems, WADE and a certified tutor through Tutor Trek.    She is a member of Alpha Sigma Lambda honor society. She served as a member of Florence Bertell Academy in Prince George’s County Maryland Counsel on the Accreditation Board, as a chairperson for TQA and on the Middle states Commission on Accreditation Visiting Team.  In 2010 The Not My Kids Foundation, Inc received the keys to the city of Fort Lauderdale at their Grand Opening and for their community involvement with at risk youth. Patrina received several nominations:  Jim Morgan’s Family Enterprises, Inc African American Achievers Award, in 2012, 2013 and 2014. PNC Bank Non-profit of the Year in the category of Rising Star in 2012 and 2013 - Fort Lauderdale Community Citizen of the Year in 2012 and 2014.  Her fight is to help increase the number of students graduating from high school and universities with life and career skills necessary to compete in our ever changing global society.  She encourages all stakeholders to join her in declaring the next generations of  entrepreneurs, mentors,  lawyers, doctors, and advocates. 

           Matthew Suydam



From: Patrina Suydam
To: Angela DiPietro
Subject: Fwd: 2014 Walk of Fame Honoree Nomination Form
Date: Wednesday, April 23, 2014 6:50:55 PM

Good Evening Ms. Pietro:

As per your request, please find the narratives for my nominee Patrina Suydam  for the 2014 Walk of
Fame.  Thank you for the opportunity to submit this information again, as I believe my mother is well
deserving of this honor. 

.  Please describe the nominee’s accomplishments or contributions to the community.
Examples include civic responsibility, financial contributions, volunteer service, projects
accomplished, or other categories.

Our nominee has effected change in all four categories: civic responsibility, financial contributions,
volunteer service, and accomplished several projects through her mentoring program P.K. Girls
Mentoring Program. The mentoring program was created in response to a call to mentor young ladies
and their mothers.  As a mother and daughter, Patrina and Kellie survived the middle school and high
school years (13 teen to 18 teen). They personally know how challenging those years; as her daughter
Kellie was expel from school for one year as a result of her involvement in gang related activities. 
Through her mother’s mentoring, encouragement, Kellie returned to school that following year more
focus and committed to being success in school in spite of having to recover an entire year of
educational instruction.  Kellie was able to overcome those challenges, because she had the perfect
role model to gleam from her mom, Patrina Suydam.  Today, Kellie is an entrepreneur, motivational
speaker, and an author of two books.  The mentoring program is held on a weekly basis at Pines
Middle School in Pembroke Pines Florida. Our participants learn about volunteerism and
humanitarianism; develop an understanding on the importance of giving back and making a
positive contribution to society. They participate in a series of workshops / trainings to include:
Team building, leadership development, conflict resolution, critical thinking and decision making, social
and emotional development, training in apprenticeship programs and career building skills.
 
Patrina realizes her civic responsibility as she serves at- youth and their families using her personal
funds and resources to operate the foundation.  She answered the call in 2004, and created The Not
My Kids Foundation, Inc. with a mission to make a positive life-changing impact in the lives of
at-risk youth through mentoring, educational and advocacy services.  We target at-risk youth who
are faced with generational cycles of poverty, illiteracy, drug addiction and domestic violence. Through
higher education opportunities and access to resources and training services our youth are afforded the
chance to become productive citizens.  Our charter is to help our youth break through and
overcome their challenges in order to move onto a path of self-sufficiency.  The facts are brutally
clear; poverty and cycles of violence create urgent problems for our kids and limit their choices. 
Therefore, we have declared a State of Emergency on behalf of at-risk youth and are attacking
urgent problems from all fronts.  We encourage all stakeholders to join the fight in saving our
children by saying “Not My Kids to generational cycles of poverty, illiteracy, drug addiction and
domestic violence.  We provide our youth a safe haven of consistency and structure in an
environment that is conducive for learning positive behavior and improving academic skills. Our
metrics include reducing dropout rates, meeting grade level expectations and improving social skills. 
Our demographic is children in at-risk communities – housing projects and inner city neighborhoods.
The Not My Kids Foundation, Inc. currently serves children living at the Broward Gardens
Apartments, a HUD Housing project in Fort Lauderdale, Florida.  Patrina is committed to standing up
for and fight for our at-risk youth.  She is driven to help change the fate of our youth.  According to
studies by Johns Hopkins University, there are key indicators for success in the middle grades that
determine whether students are on track to graduate from high school.  Sixth graders with any of the
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following characteristics failed math or English/reading, or attended school less than 80% of the time,
or received an unsatisfactory behavior grade in a core course had only a 10%-20 chance of graduating
from high school.  The program seeks to holistically redirect angry unproductive and negative behavior;
replacing it with a positive life changing direction resulting in intellectually prepared, confident, and
emotionally well balanced youths.  We are the bridge between home and school for the majority of our
families - most have multiple children and are headed by hardworking young women between the ages
of 25 - 30.   Many families have adults who cannot help with homework because they are functionally
illiterate and lack the necessary skills to find gainful full-time employment; consequently, parents often
have many part-time jobs that leave them very little time to spend helping their children make progress
after school. Patrina has answered the call by using her own resources to help change the deplorable
condition in the lives or at risk you.

2.                   Why is the nominee deserving of this award?
 
Our nominee is deserving of this award based on her personal conviction to fulfilling her mission in life,
to make a positive life changing impact in the lives of at-risk youth and their families.  Patrina our
founder understands first-hand the challenges that at-risk youth encounter on a daily basis. She is a
third generation product of ware-free and living in public housing.  Like her grandmother and mother
before her, Patrina grew up in a drug-infested, poverty stricken, under-served community in
Washington DC. A city where crime was so widespread it became known as the murder capital of the
world.  While growing up in the inner-city, she hated attending school, and the community she lived in,
but later realized the importance of obtaining a quality education that would alternately lead to a better
future.  With a mission to break generational cycles of educational and economic barriers and to create
better opportunities for her kids; she went back to school, earning her Master’s in Education 2003 and
lost no time in deciding how to give back to her community.
Patrina is leading the organization with creativity and passion, maintaining and growing our ability to
provide support and services. Using a diverse set of community and corporate partners, the Not My
Kids Foundation, Inc. has pursued and successfully obtained the resources necessary to help our
children.  She has a perspective and attitude that is relevant as her vision for the foundation is to build
enduring programs that attacks the urgent problems of poverty, child abuse and bullying on all fronts. 
About 16.1 million children (more than one in five) under the age of 18 are living in poverty.  Patrina is
leading the by helping to attack the hidden epidemic of child abuse and neglect that affects one in five
children in the United States.   Unfortunately, the violence in our schools caused by bullying - fear
drives nearly 160,000 kids to stay home from school every day to avoid being bullied. 

3.   Please provide a brief biography, resume or any other background information about
the nominee including contact information.

Biography
 
Patrina Suydam is a native Washingtonian, she established the Not My Kids Foundation, Inc.  In 2004
as she was divinely inspired.  She is a motivational speaker, entrepreneur, mentor and educational
advocate. She believes that it is time to declare a state of emergency on the behalf of our at-risk youth
and families living in America.  Patrina serves as a surrogate mother who decided to say “Not My Kids
to: generational cycles of poverty, psychological, educational, and economical barriers that have
caused social demobilization in families”.
 
While growing up in the inter-city she hated attending school, but later realizes the importance of
obtaining an education; therefore, she went back to school after starting a family.  Patrina is an
alumnus of Strayer University, in Washington, D.C. where she received a Bachelor of Science degree
majoring in Computer Information Systems and two minor degrees: one in Human Resource and the
other in Business Administration. 
 
Her love for special need students inspired her to acquire a Master’s degree in Education, majoring in
cross-categorical special education from Regent University, located in Virginia Beach, Virginia,
graduating cum laude.  Patrina has several years of professional classroom instructions in Prince



George’s County Maryland and Washington, D.C. teaching in special, alternative, general and adult
educational settings.
 
She currently holds a post graduate professional license, certified in special learning disabilities,
emotional disturbance, ESOL and reading specialist K-12.  She is a certified Master Teacher, Intel
Teach to the Future Program, certified by Riverside to administer the Woodcock Johnson III
achievement test, the Wilson Reading Systems, WADE and a certified tutor through Tutor Trek. 
 
Patrina is a member of Alpha Sigma Lambda honor society. She served as a member of Florence
Bertell Academy in Prince George’s County Maryland Counsel on Accreditation Board, as chairperson
for TQA and on the Middle states Commission on Accreditation Visiting Team.
 
In 2010 The Not My Kids Foundation, Inc received the keys to the city of Fort Lauderdale at their
Grand Opening and for the community involvement with at risk youth. Patrina received several
nominations:  Jim Morgan’s Family Enterprises, Inc African American Achievers Award, in 2012, 2013
and 2014. PNC Bank Non-profit of the Year in the category of Rising Star in 2012 and 2013 - Fort
Lauderdale Community Citizen of the Year in 2012 and 2014.
 
Her fight is to help increase the number of students graduating from high school and universities with
life and career skills necessary to compete in our ever changing global society.  She encourage all
stakeholders to join her in declaring next generations of  entrepreneurs, mentors,  lawyers, doctors, and
advocates. She believes together we can save our children.

-----Original Message-----
From: Angela DiPietro <ADiPietro@fortlauderdale.gov>
To: patrinasuyd <patrinasuyd@aol.com>
Sent: Wed, Apr 23, 2014 9:46 am
Subject: FW: 2014 Walk of Fame Honoree Nomination Form

Hello, would you be able to cut and paste the narrative attached in an email. It looks like it
got cut off. Thank you.
 
 
From: Tim McGovern 
Sent: Tuesday, April 22, 2014 1:37 PM
To: Angela DiPietro
Subject: FW: 2014 Walk of Fame Honoree Nomination Form
 
 
 
From: Tim McGovern 
Sent: Monday, April 21, 2014 1:31 PM
To: Tim McGovern
Subject: FW: 2014 Walk of Fame Honoree Nomination Form
 
 
 
From: Patrina Suydam [mailto:patrinasuyd@aol.com] 
Sent: Friday, April 04, 2014 4:24 PM
To: Tim McGovern
Subject: 2014 Walk of Fame Honoree Nomination Form
 
Good afternoon,

mailto:ADiPietro@fortlauderdale.gov
mailto:patrinasuyd@aol.com
mailto:patrinasuyd@aol.com


Please find attached a copy of the 2014 Walk of Fame Honoree Nomination Form.  It is with pleasure
to nominate my mother Patrina Suydam.

Regards,

Matthew Suydam
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